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For more information on the up-

coming events, call Debi Trossen, 

executive director at 309-2688 or 

visit our website at  

www.altavista-habitat.org. 

Halleluiah!  
First Mortgage Paid 

Off 

O 
n Thursday, April 

23 a party was 

held celebrating 

the paying off of 

Marcella Gregory’s mortgage. 
Friends, family, board members, 

and sponsors all gathered at the 

train station to pay tribute to 

Marcella for reaching this impor-

tant milestone. President David 

Shreve spoke outlining 

Marcella’s history with Habitat 

and presented her with papers 

showing that the loan had been 

satisfied. Marcella, who was 

given a special place of honor at 

the celebration, spoke to the gath-

ering expressing her gratitude. 

She said how she had enjoyed her 

relationship with Habitat over the 

fifteen years she’s been a Habitat 

partner. Everyone enjoyed the 

refreshments which were pro-

vided by the board members and 

Billie Collins.  Marcella was 

the first Partner Family with 

our affiliate and the first to 

pay off her loan. A Bedford 

Habi-Duck Race 

June 13 @ 10 AM 

Riverfront Park 

—————————

Potato Supper 

August 28 @ 5 PM 

First Baptist Church 

————————— 

     Fall Fest  

October 3 @ 4 PM 

Booker Building 

————————— 

Blitz Build 

October 17-18 

Habitat Board Members 

            Congratulations Marcella!  
County native, she moved to Altavista as an adult and always 

worked hard while raising her two children. She worked at 

Hicks Cleaners before accepting a job at The Lane Company 

where she worked for 25 years.  Before moving into her Habi-

tat built home, Marcella was living in a rental property that was 

in an awful state of repair. Without the partnership with Habitat 

for Humanity it is not likely that she would have been able to 

be a homeowner. Marcella always made her payments on time 

and never missed a payment.     

Meet Amy, Emilee, and Betty Johnson.  They have 

been selected to receive one of the Blitz Build houses 

to be constructed on October 17-18. They currently 

live on 3rd Street in Altavista.  

Our Habitat affiliate is always striving to be responsible with its 

resources. If you would prefer to receive future issues of our 

newsletter electronically, please send an email entitled 

‘Newsletter’ to: hfh@embarqmail.com. Thank you. 
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had located here. His first job 

here was with the Lane Com-

pany in the Chip Core depart-

ment. He remembers how 

much the glue bothered his 

eyes. Later he worked at 

BGF and then did construc-

tion work. For 10 years he 

worked for the Town of Alta-

vista at the Wastewater 

Treatment Plant. At times he 

worked another job at a 

Truck Stop. When Harry ap-

plied for a Habitat house he 

was living in a rental house 

that was infested with 

roaches and mice. He was 

praying for a good, safe place 

to live and asked God to help 

him. He also prayed for a 

good, Christian wife. When 

he was accepted as a Partner 

family, Harry was excited but 

had no idea that he would 

   Our featured Partner Family this spring is Harry Jerome 

Pannell who has been in his tidy house on 14th Street for 

about 3 years. Harry says his experience with the Alta-

vista Area/Campbell County Habitat for Humanity has 

been an enjoyable one. He has had quite an interesting life 

but is happy to have settled down in Altavista. He grew 

up in Glenn Rogers, West Va.-a mining town, and fin-

ished high school in Mullins W.Va. After a stint in the Air 

Force he became a hospital orderly and lived in Pitts-

burgh, Pa. and later in New Jersey. Harry got tired of the 

cities and moved to Altavista to be close to family who 

soon meet the lady who was 

to become his wife. When 

asked how being a Habitat 

home-owner had changed 

his life, Harry said, “I never 

expected to own a place of 

my own that could compare 

with this home.” He also 

said his house was “God 

Sent.”  In his spare time he 

loves to work in the yard 

and has a nice garden be-

hind his house. He has some 

health problems, but has a 

great attitude and hopes to 

spend many years in his new 

home. 

Meet Harry Pannell, Habitat Family Partner 

Congregations or organizations 

wishing to have someone from 

the Altavista Area/Campbell 

County Habitat to speak about 

the affiliate are invited to contact 

the Habitat office. 

Funds are needed to complete 

our Double Blitz Build in Octo-

ber. Please contact our Habitat 

office for donation details or 

you may use your credit card 

at our web site.. 

www.altavista-habitat.org 


